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National Music Centre launches Geddy Lee’s Big Beautiful 

Bass Exhibit at Studio Bell on May 26 
 
Exhibition featuring Geddy Lee’s coveted bass collection to coincide with cross-

Canada book tour for Big Beautiful Book of Bass 

 
(Calgary, AB — April 29, 2019) The National Music Centre (NMC) is pleased to announce Geddy Lee’s 
Big Beautiful Bass Exhibit at Studio Bell, highlighting a selection of rare and iconic bass guitars from 
one of rock’s most revered players. 
 
Best known as the formidable frontman of Canadian rock band Rush, Lee has spent years collecting 
hundreds of vintage bass guitars—a passion which became the inspiration for Geddy Lee’s Big 
Beautiful Book of Bass. To celebrate the release of his new book, NMC is launching a feature 
exhibition at Studio Bell that will coincide with Lee’s cross-Canada book tour. For a full list of book 
tour dates, visit rush.com/geddylee. NMC will host an exclusive event with Geddy Lee that includes a 
special Q&A followed by a book signing on May 25 with exhibit opening to the public on May 26. Stay 
tuned for details on how to purchase May 25 event tickets. 
 
Following the Geddy Lee Bass Exhibit at the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Studio Bell is 
hosting the first Canadian exhibit of the artist’s bass guitars, with 26 instruments curated by Lee 
himself.  
 
“The instruments featured at Studio Bell are a combination of rare vintage basses from the Golden 
Age of guitar production, as well as significant ones that I’ve used throughout my career. Basses that 
I've scoured the world to get my hands on,” said Geddy Lee. “This exhibition gives people a look into 
the origins and the earliest years of the instrument that helped shape popular music, and the ones that 
I've lovingly held in my hands for over 40 years as I developed a sound that I could call my own. It’s 
the largest display of basses from my personal collection ever and I’m excited to share this with my 
fans in Canada.” 
 
Visitors will get an up-close look at some of Lee’s guitars from his four decades with Rush, as well as a 
selection of his historically significant and beautifully crafted collectors’ items. Exhibition highlights 
include Lee’s iconic Rickenbacker 4001, which appeared on numerous Rush recordings from the ‘70s 
and ‘80s; his signature 1972 Fender Jazz bass, heard on “Tom Sawyer” and many of Rush's more 
recent recordings; a 1952 Fender Precision bass, an early example of the world’s first mass-produced 
electric bass; a 1961 Höfner “Cavern” bass, identical to Paul McCartney’s signature instrument used 
during the Beatles’ early days in Liverpool; and so many more rare and eccentric instruments from 
around the world.  
 
“The National Music Centre is really excited to host this exclusive exhibition in celebration of Canada’s 
own bass icon, Geddy Lee,” said Andrew Mosker, NMC’s President and CEO. “This exhibition is a 
lesson on the beauty of the bass through the eyes of one of its greatest players, and this collaboration 
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reinforces NMC as Canada’s emerging home for music.” 
 
Geddy Lee’s Big Beautiful Bass Exhibit is accessible with paid admission to Studio Bell, and will run 
from May 26, 2019 to January 2, 2020. Studio Bell will be open seven days a week from May 20 until 
September 2 and is open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
 
Regular admission to Studio Bell is $18 for adults, $14 for students/seniors, $11 for children (3-12 years 
of age), and free for children under 3 years of age.  
 
About Geddy Lee 
Geddy Lee is a Canadian musician and songwriter, best known as the lead vocalist, bassist, and 
keyboardist for the Canadian rock group Rush. Lee joined Rush in September 1968, at the request of 
his childhood friend and guitarist Alex Lifeson. An award-winning musician, Lee’s style, technique, and 
skill on the bass guitar have inspired many rock musicians. In addition to his composing, arranging, 
and performing duties for Rush, Lee has released a solo record, My Favourite Headache, in 2000. 
Along with his Rush bandmates — guitarist Alex Lifeson and drummer Neil Peart — Lee was made an 
Officer of the Order of Canada on May 9, 1996. The band also received the highest artistic honour in 
Canada by the Governor General in 2012, and was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2013. 
For more information, please visit rush.com. 

About Studio Bell, home of the National Music Centre 
Studio Bell, home of the National Music Centre (NMC), is much more than a museum. A national 
catalyst for discovery, innovation and renewal through music, NMC is preserving and celebrating 
Canada’s music story inside its home at Studio Bell in Calgary’s East Village. With programming that 
includes on-site and outreach education programs, performances, artist incubation and exhibitions, 
NMC is inspiring a new generation of music lovers. For more information, please visit studiobell.ca. 
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